CHAPTER  XVII.

DIFFERENT WORDS WITH THE SAME MEANING, AND
THE SAME  WORDS WITH DIFFERENT MEANINGS.

WE have seen that there are great numbers of words
in English which come from the Latin language.
Sometimes they have come to us through Old
French words borrowed from the Latin, and some-
times from the Latin words directly, or modern
French words taken from the Latin. The fact that
we have borrowed from the Latin in these two ways
has led sometimes to our borrowing twice over
from the same word. Different forms going back
in this way to the same origin are known as " doub-
lets." The English language is full of them, and
they, too, can tell us some interesting stories.

Many of these pairs of words seem to have no
relation at all with each other, so much has one or
the other, or both, changed in meaning from that
of the original word from which they come. A
familiar pair of doublets is dainty and dignity,
both of which come from the Latin word dignitas.
Dignity, which (#me into the English language
either directly from the Latin or through the modern